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BACKGROUND TO THE CLEAN ELECTIONS CAMPAIGN (CEC)  
 
2007 is a watershed for Sierra Leone’s new democracy, with presidential and parliamentary 
elections due to take place on 11 August. The legitimacy of government today turns more 
and more on the question of whether its leaders came to power through elections, and 
whether such elections were genuine. Many crises have broken out over disputed electoral 
outcomes. Various countries have worked hard over time to refine their electoral systems to 
guarantee reliable outcomes from free and fair electoral contests. In Sierra Leone, many 
civil society coalitions have taken on these challenges with limited responses from 
politicians and political parties. The public continually call for a level playing field for the 
conduct of elections and demand that greater attention is given to civic and voter education. 
This can only be made possible with a vibrant and consolidated civil society. 
 
Hope-Sierra Leone (H-SL), in partnership with Network on Collaborative Peacebuilding – 
Sierra Leone (NCP-SL), has taken the initiative for a Clean Elections Campaign. The 
ultimate goal of the campaign is to encourage voters and candidates to oppose violence, 
refuse bribes and make informed choices. 
 
The national launch of the campaign took place on 17 January 2007 at the British Council, 
Freetown. A 3-day Clean Elections Dialogue in Freetown (3-5 April 2007), for political 
parties and other key actors in the electoral process, was very well received. Bo, in 
Southern Province, is one of the most important electoral districts in the country. Promoting 
the campaign here at regional level will also pave the way for continuous engagement in 
the provinces with a series of dialogues for Paramount Chiefs and other stakeholders. 
 
 
ADVANCE PREPARATION  
 
In April, two members of the CEC team spent two and a half days in Bo town consulting 
residents about the feasibility of launching a Clean Elections Campaign in Bo. Those they 
met included the Paramount Chief, members of political parties, the Mayor, the Local Unit 
Commander (Sierra Leone Police), the Provincial Secretary and people connected with a 
host of vibrant civil society initiatives. The consultation culminated in a meeting with the 
National Electoral Commission (NEC), the Political Parties Registration Commission and 
civil society representatives. A resolution was drawn up by the planning committee to 
officially launch the Campaign in Bo town. A programme was drafted and members took 
on specific responsibilities. 
 
Those targeted included representatives of the eight registered political parties, the media, 
Inter-Religious Council, youth groups, students, Market Women’s Association, Motor 
Drivers’ Union, Bike Riders’ Association, Lebanese Committee and complementary 
partners from civil society in Bo. 
 
 
 
 



VIOLENCE  
 
In the days prior to the launching, there were violent incidents ranging from assault to 
sporadic burning of the premises of ardent party supporters by unknown intruders at night 
in parts of Bo District. The Local Unit Commander and the Provincial Security Unit 
received a number of uncomfortable wake-up calls from the public and victims who were 
now bent on responding in like manner. The security authorities were very much concerned 
about a spill over of these developments into Bo Township. 
 
These events alerted the CEC team to the urgent need to identify potential trouble spots and 
attempt to create an atmosphere that would resist violence in the presidential and 
parliamentary elections on 11 August. 
 
 
LAUNCH EVENT 28 MAY 
 
The ceremony was preceded by a float parade. Participants from the Bike Riders’ 
Association (BRA) converged at the Clock Tower Roundabout in their Clean Elections T-
Shirts. Thirty motor bikes, followed by the Hope-Sierra Leone publicity van, then made 
their way to Bo Town Council Hall where the rest of the participants were seated. 
 
 
Opening 
The event was formally declared open by Miss Gladys Kpukumu, Media and Public 
Relations Officer, H-SL. The Muslim prayer was led by the Chairman, Council of Imams, 
Bo Town, Sheik M. B. Fofanah. The 
Christian prayer was led by Mr Paul 
Koroma of the Network Movement for 
Peace and Development. Mr. Genneh Y 
Moriba, the Acting Deputy Country 
Manager, H-SL, introduced the 
Chairman of the Ceremony, Mr 
Morrison Saidu, National Co-ordinator, 
CEC. 
 
In his opening remarks Mr. Saidu 
welcomed the participants. He thanked 
them for accepting the Campaign in Bo 
town, a sign that the 11 August and subsequent elections would be free, fair, non-violent 
and participatory. He highlighted the success of earlier Clean Election Campaigns in 
countries such as Kenya and Ghana, and stressed that a replication of the campaign in every 
district in Sierra Leone was needed. 
 
He called on the people of Bo town to embrace and support the campaign so that together, 
there would be a strong will to strengthen democracy at grassroots’ level and to participate 
in conflict prevention and resolution. 



 
 
Introduction to Hope-Sierra Leone 
Mr. John Bangura, the Founder of Hope-Sierra Leone, informed the participants that H-SL 
is an NGO providing training on how to heal the wounds of history and promote post-
conflict reconstruction in Sierra Leone. He revealed that H-SL was born as a result of a 

personal transformation when he 
decided to redirect his strength to help 
his country rather than to avenge the 
death of nine members of his family 
who were brutally murdered during the 
civil conflict. Mr Bangura spoke about 
the major programmes in which Hope-
SL was engaged: The Moral 
Foundations for Democracy (MFD) 
training programme for the military, 
police and civil society; the Makeni 
Peace Farm; and The Clean Elections 
Campaign. 
 

He highlighted the ethical and moral values of the organization, including its commitment 
to stand against corruption, and its intention to promote these values within the Bo 
Township. He encouraged the participants to be tolerant and to support the campaign for 
clean elections. 
 
 
Statements by invited participants 
A number of participants were then invited to give prepared Statements with a maximum of 
ten minutes for each. Space does not allow an adequate summary of the text to be included 
here, so just the names of speakers and the titles of the Statements are given below. 
Speakers can be contacted through the Clean Elections Campaign office c/o Hope-Sierra 
Leone, 56 Campbell Street, Freetown. 
 
The Statements were given as follows: 
I. Sheik M .B. Fofanah, Chairman, Council of Imams, Bo town. 
The Role of Religion in Enhancing Clean Elections: the Islamic perspective. 
II. Mr. Alex  Paila, District Electoral Officer 
The Role of the National Electoral Commission in enhancing free and fair elections. 
III. Mr Brima Kamara, Representative of the Political Codes Monitoring Group. 
The Role of the Political Parties Registration Commission in ensuring violence-free 
elections. 
IV. Dr Wusu Sannoh. Mayor, Bo Town Council. 
An assessment of the current political climate in Bo town: A case study of previous 
elections. 
V. Bankole C .E. Morgan, Non-violence Desk Officer, CEC 
The Role of Civil Society in enhancing violence-free elections. 



VI. Mr. Mohamed Sheriff and Mr Paul Kabia, Student Representatives, Njala University, 
Bo Campus. 
Youths and the August 11 presidential and parliamentary elections. 
VII. Miss Fatmata Tarawally, Youth/Gender Desk Officer, CEC. 
Women and the August 11 presidential and parliamentary elections. 
 
 
A lively closing ceremony 
After these Statements, music was played. Eight women representing the registered 
political parties sprang to their feet and seized the stage, bringing a touch of warmth and 
conviviality to the proceedings. Wearing their CEC T-shirts, each held the microphone at 

regular intervals and pledged their support 
for, and commitment to, the Clean 
Elections Campaign. In collaboration with 
the Gender Unit of the CEC, they formed a 
circle and in unison shouted slogans 
demanding women’s full participation and 
representation in the political process. 
Following this lively, artistic performance 
they distributed CEC stickers, key rings 
and other souvenirs amongst the 
participants. Refreshments were then 
served. 
 
Left: Amie Musa, Representative of the 

National Democratic Alliance Party (NDA), giving the vote of thanks at the launch. 
 
 
ASSESSMENT 
 
In the framework of civic and voter education, especially as regards conflict prevention in 
the forthcoming general elections, the coming of the Clean Elections Campaign to Bo town 
was apt. Many cases have arisen where representatives received trainings but failed to share 
their experience with the public. The CEC is helping to create space for the total 
involvement and participation of the public in the electoral process. This launch event in Bo 
town covered most of the issues on which the people of Bo needed to ‘catch up’. Following 
the delivery of the Statements, there were ample opportunities for participants to interact 
with the various speakers. This scenario enabled people to know what was happening and 
what they could do. It also helped them to become familiar with the methods, skills and 
knowledge needed to prevent conflict in the electoral process. It also helped to clarify much 
elections-related information that had been misunderstood and so often created suspicion. 
 
The CEC launching ceremony brought together voters, politicians and political parties. In 
most of the contributions, emphasis was given to the quality of relationships between the 
parties, even after elections. There were frank exchanges of views. Students called on the 
politicians and political parties to be more responsible; the political parties and politicians 



called on NEC to be transparent; and NEC in turn called on Civil Society and the rest of the 
key actors to try to understand the purpose for which elections were being conducted. 
 
The launch event was a success. The various politicians (especially the women) were 
encouraged by this intervention and were delighted with their new understanding as they 
volunteered to launch and take charge of the campaign in Bo. Such a campaign provides a 
buffer against election-related violence and a forum for all key players in the electoral 
business to realize their inter-relatedness and become friends, even after elections. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE ACTION 
 

·  The CEC to be accorded more attention, especially with regards to funding, so that 
campaigners will be better able to implement core activities. 

·  The CEC team to deploy staff in Bo in order to co-ordinate subsequent campaign 
activities in collaboration with implementing partners. 

·  CEC to organize training in (a) conflict prevention (b) enhancing women’s 
participation and representation in the electoral process. 

·  Procedures to be put in place for regular supervision and follow-up of campaign 
activities. 
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