Pajero in Freetown

On October 14th H.NI.M.S. “Johan de Witt” delivered the Mitsubi¥gero in Freetown and
handed it over to John Bangura, founder president of Hope-Sieoree LOn November 2nd —
almost three weeks later - the car was cleared byAdinbrity and left the customs zone.

It all started on September 7th, the day that viledsdrom
Rotterdam to the naval base in Den Helder with tieest
and largest amphibious ship of the Royal Dutch Nawsing
a reunion of retired navigation officers. Marinaiifal out that
the ship was about to leave for a partnership pyto West
Africa. To our great surprise Freetown was onehefrtports
of destiny. ‘Could you take something for Hope-Sier
Leone?’ ‘Certainly, as long as you deliver it irreld days
docksite in Den Helder'. This was a huge challeng&e
knew that the one thing that H-SL needed most wgsaal
sturdy car for its work for peace and reconciliatim the
remote parts of Sierra Leone. And here was an ofteget it
there solid, safe, soon and free of charge! Cowddfimd and
buy it in only 2
days?!
In good co-operation
with our friends of
Initiatives of Change
the modest amount o
money that was available could be released. With «

assistance of ‘de Baanderij’, a local fuel fillistation, that "‘I%T”"_ _& '
uses its expertise and profit for good causes, eumd a ¢l ‘ glf-i l
\

good 13 year old Mitsubishi Pajero 4WD, 250,000 km.
the counter. We went to see it in Rotterdam, netgdi an
affordable price, bought it the following day, gave good
wash, bought four spare tyres, filled the car \bidiy clothes, donated by ‘de Baanderij’, and dibve
180km to the Naval base in time for embarkation.
Captain and crew of Johan de Witt took good camhefPajero, secured it to the hangar deck, next to
a fire engine and an ambulance for Ghana, beds
for an African hospital and other humanitarian
assistance that the huge ship was to carry to
West Africa as part of her mission. Five weeks
later Captain Bekkering handed the car keys
over to John Bangura during a cocktail party on
board, where John and many others connected
to H-SL were present. We are very grateful that
this unexpected opportunity worked out so
successfully, thanks to the joint and united
. effort of many.
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