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1.0 Summary

The conduct of free and fair elections that are representafivall groups is in
consonance with the global corresponding call for democratization. héeelectoral
process itself often creates serious barriers to the patisipaf certain institutions. One
such scenario is the seeming misunderstanding between the ¢leaoeement bodies
and the traditional rulers.

Traditional leadership has been the norm in a large part of $moree, but the roles and
responsibilities of traditional leaders have undergone a considésableof scrutiny and
modification since the country was returned to multiparty demoanat996. Within this
leadership there is a wide range of age and education. Manydeadeslderly, though in
recent years a new, younger generation is emerging. IsswEmgeto clear-cut
responsibilities on the part of paramount chiefs and other localréeadéhe electoral
process remain unresolved. They are recognized in the Sierra t@ustéution but the
electoral guidelines provide little opportunity for the full pagation of these traditional
leaders in the electoral process.

A key perception of many is that the promotion of free and fattiens is a strategy to
open things up. This causes suspicion. The more people become suspicioaeetheey
misunderstand the electoral process and the more they stay\&8vay this is the case,
the people will not yield to the electoral code of conduct, and mdshetieven vote in
the elections. If they refuse to vote (on grounds of lack of faith anfidence in the
process) they will not accept the results and therefore thie@lleadership. This leads to
discontent and frustration which is expressed in different ways — sometimeglyiole

The traditional rulers, being a credible mouthpiece to air out ibleew of their subjects,
should be better informed and educated by electoral management badigsedple
living in traditionally governed communities are not only concerned loithl affairs,

but are also nationally- and globally-minded people, who offer unique andtanpor
viewpoints on many matters, especially those concerned wittioglecAs we discuss
important issues of governance, economic justice, human development, @iy soc
building, it is inevitable that we must stand back and honestly facewouassumptions,
attitudes and opinions about traditional governance in our democratic experience.

From what we know of the roles and responsibilities of traditionddrs in other
countries (in relation to elections), the outcome of our three-daggdialwith political
parties and major stakeholders in Freetown, and our Clean Electiamsct. Event’ in
Bo Town, there are rational grounds to conclude that there is aancheeed for further
dialogue and continuous engagement of key stakeholders in the electoral process.

It is our belief that free, fair and participatory electionsansefocusing on forms of
representation in villages and communities, and ensuring that peopleés \ave heard
within rural chiefdoms as well as towns and municipalities.



With support from the United Nations Development Programme (UND@)Clean
Elections Campaign, Hope-Sierra Leone, carried out a 22-day ®amarGhiefs’ and
Major Stakeholders’ Residential Dialogue and Continuous Engagementene@vand
28 June 2007.

The Dialogue started in the South, moved to the East and North andieidedVestern
Area. It was hosted in the provincial headquarters of each diatrecttchaired by the
Mayors of the respective towns. Issues discussed included:

Violent incidents in certain electoral districts and constituencies

President Kabbah’s extended mandate in office that was sepite ex 14 May,
2007

Paramount Chiefs’ abuse of their power

Failure of the National Electoral Commission (NEC) to adopt @agiive
communication mechanism on shortcomings in the administration of elections
Lack of respect by political parties for electoral code of conduct

Political polarization among the youths

Lack of decentralized coordination within the security apparatus
Independence and impartiality of the NEC

Attitudes of young musicians etc.

A total of one hundred and fifty two (152) participants benefited flugrdialogue. After
each engagement, participants shared what they had learnt feondidlogue. A
resolution was then passed in the form of recommendations. Thepaautscwere later
given certificates followed by the signing of tkE=C “declaration forms”. An urgent
response mediation team was formed, consisting of participants amthemseof the
CEC, so that they could together develop strategies to feedittackheir respective
communities. On the final day of each dialogue, the team vigigedbcal / community
radio stations and shared lessons learnt and responded to the mamyscaaised by the
public regarding the 11 August elections.

1.1 Objectives of the dialogue

To help participants discuss and understand the root causes of pasnprivbée
spirit of tolerance and reconciliation

To strengthen the commitment of individual participants as cseafgreace and
leaders of change in today’s society

To highlight and develop sustained strategies to promote good wib@litatal
tolerance at chiefdom and community

To examine and highlight key areas of potential conflict beforengland after
the elections and develop sustainable accepted measures thatewdhtpand
resolve any such conflicts amicably

To encourage all to sign the CEC declaration form.



1.2 Content

To achieve these objectives, the dialogue covered the followingsttpt relate to the
electoral process:

Who am I?

Nature of Change

Search for Values

Standing against Corruption
Conflict Transformation
Forgiveness and Reconciliation
Teamwork and Trust building

Also, the above topics were complemented by presentations fromatien&l Electoral
Commission (NEC).

Exercise on teamwork and trust building

2.1 Participants

The dialogue targeted a total of 152 participants, drawn fraal leaders, town chiefs,
section chiefs, paramount chiefs, local councillors, ward developmentitteesnyouth
representatives and women'’s leaders.

Also, the Clean Elections Campaign succeeded in getting raepxages from other civil

society organizations, the media, the National Electoral Commigbl&C) and the
Political Parties Registration Commission (PPRC).

2.2 Dialogue Methodology

The dialogue was facilitated with the help of trainers from Ntweal Foundations for
Democracy (MFD) programme. Following usual practice, each dialegs prefaced by
a formal opening ceremony: statements were heard from thecG&Qinator, the local
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administration, the provincial security unit, and the resident miniStED trainers then
shared their experience so as to allay the fears of thosg fadit for the first time. Each
day was prefaced by a short time
for silence and sharing.
Announcements for the day were
given by the facilitators and the
CEC team. A few minutes were
given for the facilitators to
capture thehopes and fears of
the participants as regards the
dialogue and the elections.
During the proceedings,
participants were divided into
groups and topics were allocated
for group work and presentations
on selected topics made by group
representatives. This was
followed by a plenary session. At
regular intervals, participants were interviewed by mediaesgmtatives to give their
impressions of the dialogue and its relevance to the forthcomintippake¢Above photo:
Gaskin Amara facilitating a time for silence and sharing)

During the dialogue, there were presentations on emerging issyssling the electoral
process from collaborating bodies such as the National Electoram@sian and the
Political Parties Registration Commission. Participantsdaskbost of critical questions
that needed urgent redress. On the eve of the second day, a dacynmmt
Reconciliation andChangewas shown to the participants. A participant-based approach
was used throughout the dialogue. The third day was given for expersmeing,
signing of the commitment/declaration forms and evaluation.

2.3 Hopes and Fears
The hopes and fears of the participants included the following:

HOPES

- to go back and educate our people about the dialogue through empowerment from the
CEC team

- that NEC, PPRC will learn from this initiative

- to encourage the women to participate and learn more from the training.

- to learn from the dialogue and to continue our relationship with Hope-SL

- that the elections will be free, fair and violence-free

- that our young musicians will benefit from this continuous engagement

- to accept one another after the training

- accept others’ point of view

- to continue the dialogue even in our villages.



- build our communities and prepare them morally for the elections

- a change in the mind set of politicians and our colleague participants

- to learn something different from other engagements

- that the constitutional review committee will learn from this message.

- hope all members present will hug each other after the dialogue

- hope that the moral foundations of democracy will help Sierra Leone for ever

- that at the end of the dialogue, we should all see one another as brothesstansl
united together for a positive change by putting our ideas and resources tofpethe
the good of Mama Salone and for generations yet unborn.

FEARS

- fear that CEC will not take care of us for the next three days.

- some will misunderstand and misinform others

- that people are still morally violent

- fear that there will be bitter argument during the dialogue

- fear that our people in the villages will misunderstand us

- fear that the burning of houses will continue until elections

- fear that people will attack personalities and not issues

- fear of not having free and fair elections

- fear of a heavy down pour of rain during elections

- fear that NEC is not prepared to conduct elections in August

- fear that we will spend three days without learning anything

- that the CEC team will go and not see us again after the dialogue.

3.1 Dialogue proceedings
The Bo Dialogue

Forty one participants benefited from this engagement at the Matiakie Hotel.
Because there were many issues to capture, the engageneshfdaghree days. Also,
the Bo dialogue was special in that representatives from hiee i@gions were invited to
take part so that they could have time to plan for the furtherainttee engagement in
their own regions.

Issues

One of the key issues discussed was the seeming misunderstantivegnbehe
paramount chiefs and the National Electoral Commission on maéktsng to the
involvement of paramount chiefs and other local authorities in theoedéprocess, and
procedures to be followed in their respective areas of rule. Parar@Gbieft Kebbie of
Taninahun Malen Chiefdom stated that the Chairman of the NationatoEke
Commission, Dr Christiana Thorpe “has said that paramount chietsnwoiulse involved
in the electoral process”. In his words, Chief Kebbie reminded € Mpresentative
that “we are not surprised that this is a new commission thatrddesant traditional
leaders to fully take part in the elections but needs them to protect their ba#éet.box



Chief Pewa from Kenema district in a militant mood queriedtiganizers as he said “If
| had known that NEC had been invited, | would not have come”.

Also, the local authorities condemned the methodology used by certaimmosicians in
the form of educating the voters. Paramount Chief Kamara Koromatisa “our
evolving musicians have resorted to attacking the personalitiesabtfi¢daclers instead of
informing and educating the public. | suggest that they also takanparture Clean
Elections Campaign engagements to reshape their outlook and knowbedgealitical
Issues”.

In the area of civic education, the local leaders revealedthibgtdid not adequately
understand the mechanisms used by the Political Parties raggistCommission to
resolve electoral complaints.

The Kenema Dialogue

A total of 38 participants took part in the training, including theiéRnt Minister East,

Sahr Randolf Fillie Faboe, and the Mayor of Kenema Town Councilk&iie other

engagements, the Kenema dialogue attracted more women patticiparee of them

had just returned from the diaspora to exercise their franchimeE@stern Region has
been the lucrative base of the ruling party in terms of voter gthreidowever, the

emergence of the “Third Force” — the Peoples Movement for DextiocChange

(PMDC), a breakaway faction led by former Internal Affa@msd National Security

Minister, Charles Francis Margai — had grossly affectedvtiier strength of the Sierra
Leone People’s Party.

Issues

Prior to the dialogue there were incidents relating to the fghsupremacy in Kenema
and its environs between the SLPP and the PMDC. The participaetmetion of two
violent incidents that took place in the town:

- On 10 June 2007 PMDC supporters who were marching through the towndclashe
with SLPP supporters who were observing the event. Verbal inseitesfallowed by
stone-throwing by both sides. The confrontation lasted for severabk halhich
resulted in personal injuries and damage to property.

- The second clash came on the following morning when a SLPP parlamant
candidate was confronted by PMDC supporters with verbal insultsufiesensued
but quick police intervention prevented an escalation of the situation.

Some participants raised concerns regarding the violent ndtpaitical rallies in the

region. They said that most of the local authorities have alrek@y sides even before
the campaign period. This, according to them, will affect thepa&yn period because
certain local authorities will find ways to stop their opponerdsifmaking gains in their



communities. “If local authorities continue to create barriens their opponents in
respective areas of rule it will lead to violent confrontations” said the Mayor

Also, the participants were particularly concerned about the ityabil the already
overstretched police to control opposing party supporters from colliditiy one
another, especially during the campaign period.

Some of the section chiefs complained that they have not been invialvesleral

consultations conducted on their behalf regarding the electoralsgroEeerefore, they
had deliberately boycotted certain invitations from other orgtaima They cautioned
that the CEC should stop the ruling party from campaigning outisedstipulated NEC
time table. “They are campaigning outside the electoralndalein the guise of
sensitization”, a participant complained.

The Makeni Dialogue

The Northern Region is a domain for political polarization. Ther&ieeone Police
Threat Analyses indicated that this region is one of the higfattepots for election-
related violence. This is so because the north has been the npeltifgy the warring
factions during, and immediately after, peace building effortsyqat successful. The
north has been a politically charged region as witnessed by themmaover cross
carpeting of people from one political party to another (APCLiBFSand vise versa).
Local or traditional ruling mechanisms gave absolute authority thesrinhabitants.
Contingent on the heightened political situation between the rulirg @ad the leading
opposition party, the Clean Elections Campaign dialogue and continuoageemgnt
were timely. The dialogue brought together 37 participants from Weedistricts (53
chiefdoms).

Issues

Some participants were concerned that the country was geawagds elections in the
middle of the rainy season when torrential rains were likely amy to affect the

electioneering and the turnout but also to favour the party in powisrpagven all over

the world.

The local authorities made mention of the unsatisfactory mechamisnt®cumenting
and adjudicating election-related complaints. They also doubtedherhéhe NEC
calendar made adequate provisions for parties to communicate nilessages to
prospective voters.

As a sitting Vice President, Solomon Berewa (SLPP Presitleraradidate) does not
meet the constitution’s requirement to be a member of parliamehtharefore cannot
serve as the party’s chair.

The following violent incidents were recorded by participants amlight forth for
immediate action during the dialogue:



- Dispute over the position of chiefdom speaker between two partMaiampa, Port
Loko district.

- Violence during the nomination period which resulted in the aotsine SLPP
supporter in Kafu Bullom Chiefdom, Port Loko district.

- Dispute between two opposing villages (Dankawalie & Badala) theeposition of
section chief.

The Freetown Dialogue

The Western Area has experienced the most explosive dimensiontizpgliowth over
the years .This is so because all the political partiesa@eguately represented in this
area in their numbers as opposed to the other regions in the countriieasupporters
are more alive to emerging electoral issues. Also, the meatea offers more space for
the youngest but most active portion of the electorate to exgnessgrievances in
different ways — sometimes violently. It is therefore regdrés the main base for
political violence, especially among the youths.

Consequent upon the recommendations made after the Political Rartle$ajor
Stakeholders Dialogue hosted in Freetown in April, there was antapfgrfor the CEC
to bring together community leaders, councillors, women’s leadersyaumiths in the
Western Area.
The Freetown dialogue was
attended by 39 participants
from the aforementioned
categories including the
media. Two Danish
students who visited Sierra
Leone on a research for
their final thesis on Peace
joined the dialogue and
conducted a lot of
interviews  on ‘Local
Perspectives about Peace
and the war in Sierra
Leone’. The participants
offered valuable resources
for their research.

Two Danish students joined the team in Freetown
Issues

The following concerns were discussed during the dialogue:
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President Kabbah's extended mandate ends three months after hid téfice that was
set to expire on 14 May, 2007. The issue raised was that, Aargdst 2006, President
Kabbah overstepped his authority by announcing the date of the elec@&Jaly 2007
instead of allowing NEC to make the announcement”. The participantplained that
by setting the date at 28 July, 2007, the President in effecofigtitutionally took for
himself an additional three months in office beyond 14 May 2007. They sedgbst
NEC should organize a consultative conference ahead of the presxpiratien date of
Kabbah’'s mandate in order to avoid a “constitutional crisis” in &ieeone, and also to
establish the independence of NEC and restore confidence in the foedpke electoral
system. A councillor, referring to an earlier letter writtey one Dr Water Peters to the
Chairman, NEC, said “The constitution allows for the Presidentatois office beyond
his term if the presidential election was pending, but it algulsties that such an
election must take place within four months prior to the expiration of his term”.

That article 25 of the code of election campaign ethics réaAtdgarties shall abide by

the prohibition on campaigning within four hundred yards of a place of votingplling

day”. This should not be part of the article since campaigning must end twenty-four hours
prior to polling day.

3.2 EXPERIENCE SHARING: STATEMENTS BY PARTICIPANTS

Bo Dialogue
Paramount Chief Kebbie Taninahun Malen Chiefdom, Bo District

“This is the first time for me to meet with Hope-Sierraohe. Before the dialogue, | was
encouraged by the contributions made by my colleague paramount chiefhave
acquired a lot of knowledge from previous engagements organized by the Claam&lec
Campaign (CEC) and Initiatives of Change (IC) in Caux. héswork of any other NGO
to educate the people on peace. | have boycotted several engagartten{sgast because
of the kind of feelings | have about certain NGOs in Sierra Lebhe.CEC dialogue
affected my feeling to a large extent. | hope to learn méwenw take it to my people in
the village. | have been trained as a creator and an agg®ao€. | have learnt that
change in the strictest sense start with the self. Alsowirealize that understanding the
situations in which we find ourselves is very important in resolvonglict. What else
could one need? | will not be comfortable until | share the gifhisfdialogue with my
people. The MFD is a serious programme. Clean Elections isca teagt of democracy.
The National Electoral Commission (NEC) consist of all key gugayin the electoral
process and the public .This being the case, | realize that threamagement of NEC
should collaborate with the traditional leaders to ensure freea@ndldctions. My fears
for the dialogue have been resolved already. | now have the responsibgive hope to
others about the non-violent nature of the August 11 elections. Demasractking that
is very expensive but Sierra Leoneans want to make it cheap. Youmeddcate the
National Electoral Commission (NEC) who says that “paramounfsckigould not be
involved in the electoral process but rely on them to protect theirshowée are the
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agents of government. If by complementing the efforts of governpeoyple want to
misunderstand us as being partisan then so be it. | hope anchatagut people will
understand the Moral Foundations of Democracy.”

Kenema Dialogue
The Resident Minister East, Randolph Fillie Faboe

“Let me formally thank

the Clean Elections
Campaign. Many
thanks to the National
Coordinator for this
laudable intervention.
Your training has
enabled us in Kenema
and the region to cut
through the rhetoric and
clarify what IS

happening and what
people should do to
contribute to the post
war reconstruction
process. | am a proud
scholar and | assure my

Sahr Randolf Fillie Faboe sharing his experience

people that | have gone through a recovery process. The dialtapiereated an
opportunity for me (a die hard SLPP stalwart) to meet and reldte others from
different parties. | think if this kind of spirit continues wdlwwe assured of just and
violence-free elections. | have learnt about the causes of violenglections. | have
learnt about the ways to resolve conflict and many others. Theeenise to share with
my people so that together we can have the will to ensurefirédair elections. From
the training | learnt that whenever you want to talk about peace yowldhadubbout the
things that led to the war in Sierra Leone. The genesis of ti® Rad TV stations are
added assets we have to ensure a secured democracy. To tihralalestitutions | want
to caution that being democratic does not only mean you have to cofeicins; it is
about creating the right atmosphere for people to register,oatudnt out in numbers to
vote on polling day. | promise to dialogue with my people startiitg my wife and
children. | pray that | will be able to do it. Let me conclude Hgnking the facilitators
for teaching me what | would never have known. | thank Morrison, the cadbodj for
the certificate and for his role in personally convincing me &resasons to attend the
training and to sign the declaration form. | hope to commit myteelhis pledge and
pray for him to continue like this as he will grow like someai®in the system. | promise
that we will improve on the 2002 elections. | thank you all”.
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The Makeni Dialogue

Paramount Chief Bai Sebora Kasanga Il, Bombali District, during Radio discussion
at the Talking Drum Studio.

“On behalf of the Bombali
District, let me wuse this
medium to extend our thanks
and appreciation to Hope-
Sierra Leone for a successful
dialogue. I am a proud
graduate of the Caux
Scholars Training. It was
when | went to Caux in
Switzerland that | learnt that
Hope-Sierra Leone is the
right organization that will

promote healing and
reconciliation in our beloved
Sierra Leone. | travelled

together with the war lords
from Sierra Leone —
Lighting the candle at Makeni before a time of quiet reflection

John Paul Koroma, Hinga Norman (late), Omrie Golley and membéhe &fierra Leone
Police. Caux is a wonderful place to learn about servant leadekst@pcame here
yesterday again to learn about ‘Clean Elections’. Initially, $ wanfused at having to
undergo a training on ‘Clean Elections’. What impressed me mostigdtire dialogue
was the exercise on ‘Teamwork and Trust Building'. It made rakzeethat our role as
paramount chiefs is too demanding. We should continue to dialogueowitpeople
freely and honestly to make independent decisions regarding thecdreditlate for
August 11. For those of you that are currently listening to tthie lavant to inform you
that | have started my sensitization assignment alreagyn&#o violence; stand against
corruption; forgive and reconcile with one another and vote wisely.i$msy message
to my subjects. | will use other radio stations to talk to opgeaple in this chiefdom
about the role of Clean Elections in our new democracy. Thet€&@ comprises young
people — our children. They have taught us new things. Leadership isl iadearning
process. As paramount chiefs, our qualifications are limited to eas af rule. Out of
our domain we are no longer important, but for others they have othes tiehand their
names. We want to assure theCEC team that we will enswa&sanably level playing
field on the condition that politicians and political parties observe rasgdect the
electoral codes and campaign ethics. We will also forgive ofberahatever wrongs
have been inflicted on us. Let me end with a plea to the CEC teaontinue with this
engagement into the respective chiefdoms. We pray that the donbrsomtinue to
support your initiative. Thank you and God bless all the facilitators”.
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The Freetown Dialogue
Councillor AL Hassan Cole

“I heard about Hope-Sierra Leone in 2002.What | did not hear duringiniatas the
Clean Elections Campaign (CEC). Thank God Hope —Sierra Leongiiegsbirth. The
Moral Foundations for Democracy (MFD) is a relatively negime in Sierra Leone. As
local authorities we were so much concerned about certain eleissues that were not
clear. But with the intervention of Hope —Sierra Leone throughdilegue strategy |
must say that we have acquired much knowledge since yesterdayhdser of our
subjects that are waiting for us, it has been a privilegehbgtdent us to represent them.
We will surely transmit the values that we have incurred. | mexer imagined in my
life that reconciliation also means that you even have to megdetisen that inflicted
harm on you so that you can reconcile with him. It has been so Hifficéorgive the
rebels who unleashed terror on this nation for eleven years. Howéaee been trained
throughout the dialogue to forgive and reconcile with our fellow &ieeoneans for the
sake of progress. Because if we don’t forgive, then we will foneraain in conflict and
will not contribute anything meaningful to the development of thisonatAlso, the
session on ‘Who am 1?’ helped me to identify myself and my rolengure that the
August 11 elections and subsequent elections are free, fair, and violent-free”.

Reverend Mary Tucker. United Methodist Church (UMC)
(Radio discussion, F.M 98.1)

“In my heart | feel refreshed to know from this dialogue thatcthech has a tremendous
role to play in ensuring free, fair and violence-free electiopsstiwant to say — ‘God, |
thank you for making it happen in our lives that everlasting@&adependent on how
we identify ourselves and relate to others’. There were tiwien Christians in Sierra
Leone thought that we should not openly identify ourselves with partycpoli think the
reason for that was due to lack of knowledge about politics. Duringtinéng | realized
that the only thing that political parties and politicians needt{fem to succeed) in this
country and the world is the four moral standards: absolute love, abduuesty,
absolute unselfishness and absolute purity. In fact, if these valae&l@olutely’
inculcated then you are able to stand against corruption and to fangilvéorget the
wrongs done to you by others. We have benefited a lot from tHsgd&s We hope it
will continue like this in the name of Jesus! | will surelyanige a session on this in my
church and let the donors and your internal partners realize theagwkd/ou are doing
here in Sierra Leone. Having said that, let me remind fellowcpgaants that it is our
responsibility as a people to use our various institutions resouycétulensure that
communities are free from violence as we set for the August 11 elections.

Thank you God, thank you CEC, thank you all participants!

Bravo to the facilitators!

God bless the founder of Hope-Sierra Leone!

May peace and love prevail in Sierra Leone!”
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3.3 ASSESSMENT

The will of the people expressed in genuine elections is very targoBasic to every
aspect of the electoral process is voter empowerment. Theggtadtthe Clean Elections
Campaign to hold this ‘Paramount Chiefs and Major Stakeholders Dealamal
Continuous Engagement’ has succeeded, in part, to inject sanity sn&s isegarding
misinformation, misunderstanding and misrepresentation that have beent eniaer
evolving democracy. The moral richness of the dialogue led thecipartts through a
reformative and recovery process. More than anything else vidrah $eoneans need
now is the sustenance of our hard won democracy. This can omydranteed by a
continuous engagement of key political actors and the young people. Femmithéct of
free, fair and violence-free elections, human values are wgrgriant. These reinforce
the belief that engagement of the electorate, as well aplaggrs, on moral grounds is
essential.

Time for lunch in Freetown

The most startling weakness of
previous engagements is that efforts
were not made to capture the
preferences of target beneficiaries.
Vetting certain training modules, it
is self evident that not much
provision has been made for
practically emerging issues on the
ground. For example, some training
manuals have been eroded and
subverted by traditional/local
authorities, as well as youths, as they
are not actually related to what is
required. The MFD training manual is especially distincthds been described as
‘visionary'.

After the dialogue, the participants acknowledged that in ordexsmve the challenges
posed by the current electoral dispensation and create an atmos$phegreaceful
elections, they would need to use the values gained from the dialogumarige the
perception of the wider public. Involving the participants in groupoeses helped them
to realize that, even when they represent differing shades oboponi political issues,
they share a common interest — peace in Sierra Leone. Duringexdreise on
‘Forgiveness and Reconciliation’, for example, they learnt that restoration of
relationships is based on truth, justice and human dignity. These ihvafeas made
them feel that it is their responsibility to ensure that flgatrthings are done. The
exercise on ‘Teamwork and Trust building’ taught them that the wolikiog§ together
is a constant balancing act, extending freedoms to other individadlsvigilantly
protecting those freedoms while acting as responsible membédre atimerous groups
or communities to which they belong. Through such kind of engagemsntdhnee to
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understand that their freedoms are only as strong as themgnmiss to regulate and to
educate themselves for those freedoms.

During the session on ‘Understanding Conflict and its Transformatianparticipants
accepted that the main cause of electoral violence is the ionffictwhich is prevalent
among the electorate. We fail to communicate clearly an@ctsly with those who are
different from us and we fail to use the skills of negotiation amdpromise toward the
greater good of our nation. Also we fail to educate othersh@r public responsibilities.
The resulting gap leads to discontent and frustration which is egdressnany ways —
sometimes violently. The discussions that prevailed during the seefiho am 1?°

helped participants to understand that the question of identity isimeyrtant both in

private and public life. If you fail to prevent the eruption of violemcgour community

then your identity becomes questionable.

In summary, while it is true that the purpose of the CEC dialoqagetav enhance free,
fair and violence-free elections, it is also true that thecpralition for every aspect of
development is PEACE. The Clean Elections Campaign, if accordeddtisite support

in Sierra Leone, will create an enabling environment such #@iurse to violence
before, during and after the elections will be less attractive.

3.4 RESOLUTIONS

Resolutions agreed at the Dialogue:

To all Political Parties

Observe and respect the electoral codes of conduct and campaigs) ethicate
supporters about their roles and responsibilities in the electoral proceds;resgard and

punishment schemes especially for the youths in the party.

Adhere strictly to the NEC electoral timetable in relatiorthie time and space for the
conduct of political activities.

Deploy responsible witnesses to all voting stations across thergadientreinforce
transparency of the pools.

Accept one another and promote gender participation and representation.
To the National Electoral Commission
Pursue a strategic alliance with complementary organizatfonsfeed back on

shortcomings regarding the administration of the elections. Ceeatgpid response
strategy to redress such situations.
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Establish countrywide coordination with all security units for quekction to security
incidents.

Support efforts by civil society to engage voters on their raldsrasponsibilities in the
electoral process.

Make available enough information to the public about each stage prdbess from
start to completion.

Host a National Consultative Conference ahead of the presumedti of President
Kabbah’'s mandate in order to avoid a constitutional crisis in Sliesoae and also to
establish the independence of NEC and restore confidence in the foedple electoral
process.

To the Traditional/Local Leaders

Act impartially throughout the electoral process. Be considevétthe choice of their
subjects for a better candidate for the elections by allowing a levahglgid.

Encourage their subjects to go out and vote
Complement the effort of NEC by protecting their communities from violerdemnds.
To the Youths

Realize their stake in future of the country by making meaninghd positive
contributions towards the electoral process and procedures.

Say no to violence.

Stand against corruption and encourage others to do the same.
Vote wisely and consciously.

To Donors

Strengthen financial, logistical and technical support for ingiitst and for projects
promoting voter empowerment and non-violence in elections.
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