
VISIT OF IMAM SANI ISAH AND PASTOR JAMES WUYE TO 
SIERRA LEONE 15-26 MARCH 2007 
 
Imam Muhammad Ashafa, who was involved in a serious road accident just two 
days before the visit, instructed his Deputy, Imam Sani Isah, to accompany Pastor 
James Wuye. Imam Ashafa and Pastor Wuye are Joint Executive National Co-
ordinators of the Interfaith Mediation Centre, Kaduna, Nigeria. 
 
 
The visit of the Imam and the Pastor was a very special trip. They came as guests of 
Hope-Sierra Leone and the visit enabled them to learn about the religious tolerance 
and co-existence between Christians and Muslims in Sierra Leone, and to participate 
in a Moral Foundations for Democracy (MFD) training course. 
 
The visit was also remarkable for Sierra Leoneans in terms of religious tolerance in 
our country. The visitors helped to strengthen the mind set of Sierra Leoneans for 
free and fair elections. They also thought it fit to come along with DVD & VCD 
copies of their film as a pictorial way of educating Sierra Leoneans on the essence of 
religious tolerance. The messages of religious tolerance were strongly emphasized in 
all their programmes by sharing their experiences in terms of religious conflict in 
Nigeria, Kaduna State. 
 
Imam Sani Isah was fortunate to join other Muslim followers for Friday prayers at 
the Freetown Central Mosque on the 16th of March. He was given 30 minutes to 
preach on religious tolerance before the normal 2pm prayers. 
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DINNER & LAUNCHING OF THE FILM “THE IMAM & THE PASTOR”  
 
The Dinner and Launching of the film “The Imam & The Pastor” at Hotel 5:10 was 
very successful with various religious leaders, the Military, Police and Civil Society 
organizations all present and gracing the occasion. Assistant Inspector-General 
Francis Munu of the Sierra Leone Police served as the Chairman for the programme. 



Pastor Dr James Wuye 
briefly narrated the story of 
the film and explained how 
it all started, making people 
eager to watch the film. An 
encouraging number of the 
VCD & DVD copies were 
bought by most people 
present. There were many 
contributions and reactions 
from members present in 
relation to the film. 
 
Representative from Masjid Amid Mosque: 
 
He said that what he learnt from the film is “patience and tolerance” with one 
another. Sierra Leoneans must continue to accommodate one another, despite the 
religious differences, in order to maintain peace and unity. 
 
Representative from King Memorial Church: 
 
She encouraged all religious leaders to emphasize religious tolerance in their 
preaching to avoid religious war. This is the most devastating conflict which needed 
to be discouraged in every society. 
 
 
OUT REACH AT VICTORIA PARK 
 
The Imam & The Pastor also took part in the Clean Elections Campaign outreach 
hosted at the Victoria Park Freetown. 
 
The essence of this meeting was to reach out to people of all classes and to educate 
them on free, fair and violence-free elections and the importance of their voting 
rights as citizens. The outreach targeted audiences from all quarters including school 
students who are of voting age. It is interesting to note that people who were 
walking around that vicinity dropped in to get information and made meaningful 
contributions. In the Pastor’s statement, he advised all Sierra Leoneans not to sell 
their votes for money or material things but rather to vote for the person who would 
best bring change and development.  
 
He concluded by saying that any one who does not register to vote is an unbeliever 
and they are disobeying God and the wages of sin is death. He encouraged all to 
register and vote for the right leader. Many people reacted after his statement 
especially with the registration process which most people were not happy about. 
They raised concerns over the limited registration centers and the distances from one 



centre to the other which they claim to be some of the factors responsible for people 
not registering to vote. 
 
 
Below: Members of the high table including The Imam & Pastor, Mr. Pat 
Mackarone who served as the Chairperson for the programme from one of Hope-
Sierra Leone’s partnering organizations, WANEP/SL, & Mr Morris Conteh, Acting 
Country Manager of Hope-Sierra Leone.       
 

 
 
RADIO DISCUSSION 
 
After the outreach, the visitors went for a radio discussion programme at the UN 
radio station. It is the station that goes country wide and it was a phone-in 
programme which allowed people to call and make comments, recommendations or 
ask questions. Sierra Leoneans were very much inspired with the testimonies shared 
by Pastor Wuye and Imam Isah and their patience with one another towards 
reconciliation. Their messages on peace were very opportune with elections just 
round the corner. Many people called from various districts to thank them for the 
peace message and joined them in pleading to all Sierra Leoneans to ensure that the 
elections are violence-free in order to avoid a replication of the ten years civil war.  
 
 
THE VISIT TO THE NIGERIAN HIGH COMMISSION 
 
The visit to the Nigerian High Commission to Sierra Leone was also successful. His 
Excellency, the High Commissioner, welcomed them to Sierra Leone. He 
encouraged them to feel at home and learn more from Sierra Leone’s religious 
tolerance which he said will help them greatly in their mission. He said this is the 
time for Nigerians to learn and benefit from Sierra Leone while in previous years 
Nigeria has been helping Sierra Leone. He concluded by inviting them to a dinner. 
 
 
 
 



MEETING WITH RELIGIOUS  LEADERS 
 
The meeting with religious leaders took place at the Headquarters of the Council of 
Churches in Freetown. The aim of this meeting was for the visitors and the religious 
leaders to share their experiences of religious tolerance. The visitors were ready to 
learn from the religious leaders, especially the way Sierra Leoneans tolerate each 
other and maintain a balance. 
 
Many leaders were present 
including the Presidents of the 
Council of Imams & the Council 
of Churches in Sierra Leone. 
Statements were made by the 
visitors and the two religious 
elders. In Sheik Tejan’s 
statement, he said that it is worth 
noting that Nigeria is now 
seeking help from Sierra Leone 
in terms of religious tolerance 
whereas, in the past, Sierra 
Leone has been asking for help from them. He said that there is no need to have 
religious conflict because people worship the same God with differences in the way 
of worship which should not be a factor for conflict. He said that there is no 
senseless peace but senseless war. He encouraged the Nigerian visitors to continue 
their preaching in religious tolerance and the need for them to accommodate each 
other’s religion by allowing a Muslim to be married to a Christian, and vice versa, 
and to visit each other’s place of worship.  
 
It was interesting to learn from Pastor Wuye that in Nigeria, even with the dead 
there is a distinction between Christian and Muslim graves. He even went further to 
say that if the remains of a Christian were mistakenly buried in a Muslim grave, they 
could be removed and re-buried in a Christian grave. This was very strange for the 
religious leaders because in Sierra Leone there is no distinction with the dead for 
Muslim or Christians. The film was then presented, followed by reactions, 
comments and questions. 
 
Some of these were as follows: 
 
National Pentecostal Church: 
 
The speaker thanked the visitors for their good work and advised them to start 
worshipping with each other in their different places. He said he noticed in the film 
that Ashafa waited outside when Wuye was in the church and the same to Wuye. He 
said they should start it and encourage others to do the same. He related an instance 
when his son got married to a Muslim. On the day of the wedding they went to the 
Mosque where the woman was to be married, before going on to the Church. When 



he went to the Mosque, he stood outside and, surprisingly, the Imam came and took 
him in and all the others who were standing out went in to the Mosque. With his 
experience, he advised them to start worshipping with each other to break the 
barrier. 
 
One of the representatives also asked Pastor Wuye whether he is left-handed or 
whether he started practising with his left hand after it was chopped off. 
Interestingly, his hands were not noticed until after they had watched the film and 
that was when they started looking at him closely. He responded by saying that he 
was right-handed but when his right hand was chopped off he then started practising 
with his left which he said was not easy for him to cope with. Today, he said he can 
write perfectly as if he had learnt this since birth. 
 
Bashira Mosque: 
 
The speaker said that religious leaders still had a huge task to perform in terms of 
the immoralities practised by the new generation. He said that this was the time for 
all religious leaders to be united and to fight against immoralities and inject the fear 
of God into people.  
 
With all that was gained at the meeting, Pastor Wuye suggested that after he 
returned to Nigeria he would organize a group of religious leaders to come to Sierra 
Leone. By learning more about Sierra Leone’s religious tolerance, the religious 
leaders would go back with the correct message to handle the situation in Kaduna 
and Nigeria as a whole. He promised to coordinate this with Sierra Leone’s Ministry 
of Internal Affairs to ensure a successful visit. 
 
 
MORAL FOUNDATIONS FOR DEMOCRACY (MFD) TRAINING COURSE 
 
The visitors also participated in a five-day MFD training course. As usual, the 
training attracted thirty participants, ten from the Military, ten from the Police and 
ten from Civil Society, including the visitors. It took place at the Police Training 
School, Hastings (near Freetown). Even though they were unable to participate fully 
in the training due to changes in meetings and appointments, they nonetheless 
benefited a lot from the training. 
 
According to Imam Isah, he said it was interesting to note that people have different 
ways of identifying themselves with priorities. He said that most of the things he 
learnt are part of him but they are ignored not knowing that they are very important. 
In the area of ‘Standing against Corruption’, one of the modules for the training, it 
was highly appreciated by them because he said that the Nigerians have always been 
frowned on as people who are highly corrupt. But with the trainings, they were able 
to identify the causes of corruption with the people and quarters involved in 
corruption. They clearly confessed that the corruption tree gave them more insight 
into the actual meaning of ‘standing against corruption’. They said that they were 



well equipped in the area of handling corruption which they said would be their next 
target to help minimize corruption in their country. 
 
During the session on ‘Forgiveness and Reconciliation’, Pastor Wuye explained his 
experience during the Kaduna religious conflict and how they had reconciled with 
one another. A soldier also explained his experience during the ten years’ civil war 
in Sierra Leone and how he managed to escape a bullet from his cousin after they 
had quarrelled over a meal. He said that he was saved by one of his colleagues who 
pushed him away from the line of fire while he escaped into the forest. Today, he 
said they are living in the same house and he is taking care of him because he 
reconciled with him even though it was not easy to bring them together. The 
exercise on ‘Teamwork and Trust-building’ created a very happy environment as 
they blind folded their colleagues and guided them around. This emphasis on 
confidence and trust building between individuals was relevant in one’s place of 
work or in any environment. 
 
“Is He my Brother?” a film produced in Kenya, gave them more inspiration that they 
too can help save Nigeria from conflict.  
 
At the end of the training, they were very grateful to the facilitators and the 
participants they met for their first time. They said that they had learnt a lot from the 
training which would be a guiding tool for their activities. 
 
 
MAKENI OUTREACH 
 
The outreach in Makeni targeted sixty five participants including the Police, Military 
and Civil Society Representatives. It took place at the Makeni Town Hall. The Imam 
and the Pastor also contributed during the sessions. The participants were very 
happy in having them in their midst more especially when they shared their 
experience on the point of reconciliation. It was not possible to show the film so it 
was narrated by Imam Isah. Concerns were raised as to how they would ensure that 
they continued to work the way they had started by not allowing any factor that 
would hinder their good work. 
 
In a nut shell, the 11-day visit was very successful as all the activities that had been 
put in place went well. The visitors went back with very good trainings and religious 
messages even though it was a little bit late for them to sensitize their nation in time 
for the elections in late April. 
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