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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The Kailahun District parliamentary by-election in constituency 04, held on 28
th
 May 2011, was 

duely observed by Hope-Sierra Leone. The election arose as a result of the appointment of the 

Member of Parliament for this constituency as Deputy Minister of Health by His Excellency Dr. 

Ernest Bai Koroma. 

 

The election in its entirety was a success story with exceptionally good work done by the 

National Electoral Commission (NEC), Civil Society organizations, the Media and the Sierra 



 
2 

 

Leone Police. The collaborative efforts of NEC and other key players were critical to the 

successful conduct of the Buedu polls. 

 

The constituency is dominated by the Kissi tribe, a minority but sensitive tribe among the ethnic 

groups in Sierra Leone. Buedu, the constituency headquarters, is very significant in the history of 

the Sierra Leonean war, owing to the fact that it used to be the headquarters of the Revolutionary 

United Front (RUF) rebels. The community includes a very large concentration of ex-combatants 

from both the Sierra Leonean and Liberian conflicts. The constituency is vulnerable on several 

fronts, with porous borders with both Liberia and Guinea. 

 

The election attracted visits by high-profile politicians, including the Vice-President who spent a 

couple of days in the area for what he described as a familiarization tour. The leaders of both the 

opposition and ruling party were present to witness the election. The election was conducted in a 

tense atmosphere and received much publicity. The opposition SLPP wanted to retain the seat in 

their traditional strong hold, and the ruling APC wanted to take the seat so as to have a firm base 

in a district that is widely recognized as the bed rock of the SLPP. 

 

As tempers became fractious and tensions mounted in the run-up to the by-election, a large 

number of armed and unarmed polioce officers were deployed to pre-empt, and where necessary, 

deal with outbreaks of violence. Thus far, violence has remained relatively localized geo-

politically. However, the government has not officially castigated political parties for inciting the 

main incidents of violence. Neither has there been any strong, explicit attempt to prevent their re-

occurrence. Ad hoc efforts to forestall further violence were seriously flawed by the reluctance by 

both parties to address the actual source of the violence. Had it not been for the timely 

intervention of Hope-SL, working in joint collaboration with the SLP and NEC, an escalation of 

politically motivated attacks would very likely have occurred. 

 

The voter turn out was as low as 18% mostly due to the earlier confrontations and violence 

envisaged during the polls, the high presence of security personnel and most importantly voter 

apathy. This assessment is based on feedback gathered from personal interviews conducted 

randomly in most of the areas visited before and during the polls. 

 

However, it is worth noting that the constituency 04 by-election has been an eye opener in the 

political landscape of Sierra Leone’s grappling democracy. Much use was made of intelligence 

gained from the 2007 presidential and parliamentary elections regarding illegal practices such as 

ballot stuffing, multiple registrations and over voting. 

 

Residents of various communities in this constituency revealed that during previous elections, 

many Liberians were brought in during the registration process and eventually voted. These were 

among the very key findings of the organization during their short but crucial stay in the Kissi 

Tongi Chiefdom and its environs. 

 

However, quite remarkably, the post-election period showed that all parties accepted the outcome 

of the polls, a clear indication of their success. 
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THURSDAY 26
th 

MAY 2011 
 

 

(Left): PMDC Leader Charles Francis Margai delivering his speechduring the final day of the campaign; (Right): 

Charles Margai introducing the PMDC candidate 
 

The Hope-Sierra Leone election monitoring team arrived on Thursday 26
th
 May 2011 the day set 

for the final day of campaigning of all political parties. The entire constituency was divided into 

four sections and each section was given to one political party to do their final campaign, as 

agreed by all election stakeholders. 

 

The H-SL team met the People’s Movement for Democratic Change (PMDC) campaign at the 

constituency headquarters in Buedu. The campaign witnessed a large turn out of residents of the 

township in the presence of the PMDC leader, Charles Francis Margai. 

 

In his statement, Mr Margai gave a retrospect of the 2007 election and warned that whoever 

wanted to disrupt the polls had signed his/her death warrant. He emphasized the need for a free, 

fair, transparent and violence-free election and ended his statement by introducing his candidate 

Momoh Kaitongi. The ruling party ended its campaign at Mandupulahun while the SLPP finished 

its campaign at Dawa, the border town to Liberia. 

 

 

HOPE-SIERRA LEONE’S VISIT TO BOTH THE SIERRA LEONEAN AND 

LIBERIAN BORDERS ON FRIDAY 27
TH

 MAY 2011 
 

(Left): H-SL Team crossing the Sierra Leonean border from 

the border town of Dawa 

 

 

Hope-Sierra Leone, in its capacity as a member of 

the West African Network for Peace Building, 

visited both borders and was briefed on current 

issues relating to the peace and security of the two 

neighbouring countries. On the Sierra Leonean 

side, the immigration officer and security 

personnel told the H-SL team of their constraints, 

especially the lack of communication in the entire 

area. Both the immigration and security posts were 
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in a deplorable state, especially as the visit took place during the rainy season. It was also 
observed that only a single military officer was visible at the border post. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Left): The Liberian Immigration and Border Post; (Right): The Sierra Leonean Immigration and Border Post 
 
(Below): Liberian Joint Security briefing the H-SL team on the current state of the two borders 

 
At the Liberian 
border, the National 
Security Agency 
(NSA), Liberian 
Military and 
Immigration 
Officers met the H-
SL team. These 
officers were very 
receptive and 
helpful in making 
the team aware of 
the current security 
situation. However, 
it was clear that the 
borders were very 
porous because of 
the limited security 
personnel present. 
 

 
 
HOPE-SIERRA LEONE HELPS TO SETTLE AN INCIDENT AT DAWA 
 
Dawa is a small community and the last border town of Sierra Leone before the Liberian border. 
The township was a point of focus before and during the by-election. 
 
The Dawa incident started during the final day of campaigning, when the opposition Sierra Leone 
People’s Party was closing its campaign there. The Deputy Minister of Health, Tamba Borboh 
Sawyer, who was the former MP of the constituency and whose promotion led to the by-election, 
used the Dawa route to travel to neighbouring Liberia. 
 


