


EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Since the declaration date for the commencement of the Magbema Chiefdom Paramount Chieftaincy
Election by the National Electoral Commission (NEC), there has been a series of violent incidents in that
community. While the commonly used political gimmick “SLPP (one country one people) and APC
(Orsai Orwai)” in a Chieftaincy election suggests reciprocal conflict based on ‘political’ animosity, this
belies the overall two-sided source of the violence.

The main perpetrators of the violence seem, in fact, to be linked to prominent leaders of the two major
political parties, although a few revenge attacks have resulted from grievances nurtured during the
previous Chieftaincy election in 1980 and the Presidential and Parliamentary elections in 2007.

In its response, the government has not officially castigated political parties and key individuals for
inciting the worst incidents. Moreover, there has been no strong, explicit attempt to prevent a
reoccurrence of violence. The ad hoc efforts to forestall further violence have been fatally handicapped by
the reluctance of both parties in the contest to address the actual source of the violence.

Instead, they implicitly and erroneously take the root cause as ‘localized hatreds’. As a result, new
violence periodically arises (at election time) and will continue to do so in the future, unless there is a
radical change in the security approach and continuous engagement of stakeholders by civil society peace
building organizations.

Thus far, the violence has remained relatively localized geographically, but could be part of the gestation
phase of potential conflict during the 2012 presidential election. On 9" June 2011 a court injunction was
requested by one of the aggrieved parties from the Kanya Ruling House to halt the polls scheduled for
19" June 2011.

This request followed an escalation of violence, including spontaneous politically motivated attacks in the
chiefdom. However, intelligence gathered during consultations in the neighbouring Masungbala
Chiefdom led to a timely intervention by Hope-Sierra Leone in joint collaboration with the Office of
National Security (ONS), Sierra Leone Police (SLP) and NEC.

It was evidently clear that the current APC-led government wanted to have a say in the District
Headquarters by ‘crowning’ their favourite Paramount Chief. The reason was that the former President
Ahmad Tejan Kabbah hailed from the district and the current opposition party (SLPP) scored a very high
vote in that district, more than any other district in the north.

Most researchers believe that the reason why violence always breaks out during elections in this area is
that it is here that the opposition SLPP was founded by the late PC Bai Farma Tas. It is his throne that is
the focus of the current contest.

BRIEF HISTORY OF KAMBIA DISTRICT - MAGBEMA CHIEFDOM

Geographically, Kambia, the district headquarters town of Kambia District, is bordered with Guinea on
the North-West of the Republic of Sierra Leone. It enjoys both the Little Scarcies and Great Scarcies
Rivers among the major rivers in Sierra Leone. The land scape is unique in that within the same political
constituencies, there are divisions due to river boundaries.



The district is politically sensitive, being the very place where the SLPP was formed in the early sixties. It
has also produced a lot of prominent politicians and one of the finest Sierra Leonean Presidents in the
person of Alhaji Dr. Ahmad Tejan Kabbah. During his term of office the SLPP secured three seats out of
the five parliamentary seats in the district.

Economically, it is one of the busiest districts when it comes to international trade with neighbouring
Guinea. The famous Pamlap border, an immigration town, is situated in the district. A great deal of daily,
cross border trade, fishing and sea transportation contribute to the area’s economic activities.

Agriculturally, the district hosts the Rice Research Station located at Rokupr, the land being very fertile
and arable for the planting and cultivation of rice. In fact, according to rice researchers, rice cultivated in
Rokupr alone can feed the entire Sierra Leonean population. The government is therefore currently
showing much interest in the area for its food security drive.

Educationally, the district has produced people engaged in many spheres of societal development,
including international appointments. The current UNIDO director hailed from the area and a host of
others. The district has benefited greatly from the building of many primary and secondary schools by the
Roman Catholic Mission. The famous Kolenten Secondary School that has produced so many educated
‘Kambians’ can be found here.

Socially, the township and its environs are inhabited by the Susus, Limbas and Temnes - the majority
tribes — together with minority tribes such as Madingos, Fullahs and Lokos. These tribes are naturally
very tolerant of each other and have encouraged inter-marriages throughout the district. However, it is
only when it comes to politics that divisions occur. The district has now benefited from the government’s
infrastructural development through the recent completion of the Sierra Leone - Guinea highway.

MAGBEMA PARAMOUNT CHIEFTAINCY CONSULTATION IN KAWULA-
MASUNGBALA CHIEFDOM KAMBIA DISTRICT (A NEUTRAL VENUE)

(Below): Stakeholders at the consultative meeting

The consultative meeting, which aimed at
engaging stakeholders in Magbema Chiefdom,
Kambia District in a bid to conduct credible,
peaceful, non-violent, free and fair chieftaincy
elections, brought together eminent personalities
in the community. These included representatives
of candidates, political parties’ stalwarts,
traditional leaders and personnel from the National
Electoral Commission; the Central Chiefdom
finance clerk, the Sierra Leone Police and the
Office of National Security. This very important




forum took place at Kawula, Masungbala Chiefdom, Kambia District, on MondayJ@0¢h 2011 in
order to prepare for a peaceful and organized Dialogue session on Wednesddyn222011.

(Left): Ishmael Cole, H-SL Project Officer North, Rairing the meeting; (Right): PC Lahai of MasungbalChiefdom giving
his welcome statement during the consultation atw{da Town

In his welcome address Paramount Chief Alhaji Alimamy Lahai V of Masunglé$édom welcomed
all present and used the opportunity to encourage stake holders of Maghiefdar@ to make good use
of the forum and put their differences aside for development.

The strategy to host such an initial meeting at a neutral venue wasl aartifor three reasons:
1. To avoid the tense situation already prevalent in Magbema Chiefdom.

2. Torestore faith and confidence in the whole election process by bringintpkehalders to a
neutral Chiefdom whose Paramount Chief is highly respected by those on atifgttesonflict,
and to develop a strategic intervention plan that, when implemented, woudddptadole to all.

3. To provide a safe and conducive atmosphere for free and honest discussions.

MINI DIALOGUE TOUR

Before the main Magbema Chiefdom dialogue, Hope-SL embarked on a mini dialoguie tour o
representatives of candidates from all the ruling houses for the ParaBsborg the main Magbema
Chiefdom dialogue, Hope-SL embarked on a mini dialogue tour of representativediofites from all
the ruling houses for the Paramount Chief elections. This tour was captfulhed so as to continuously
engage community people on non-violent activities and give them proper voteti@uutiae purpose of
the tour was to ensure that peaceful, free, fair, non-violent andleredfictions were observed by all the



